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PITMAN HIGH SCHOOL ORCHESTRA HANDBOOK
The Pitman High School Orchestra program participates in concerts and other activities during the academic year. The orchestra director is Mr. Don Grishaw. Mr. Grishaw also teaches Spanish in the Foreign Language Department at Pitman High. Mr. Grishaw’s contact information is listed below:
Pitman High School Music Department, C101 (Chamber Orch), C102 (Concert Orch)
Pitman High School Spanish Department, B204 
Phone: 656-1592, Voice Mail, ext. 3213 
Cell Phone: 620-0968

E-mail: dgrishaw@turlock.k12.ca.us or dgrishaw@turlockusd.org
Website: mrgrishaw.weebly.com
CLASS PROCEDURES

1. You are expected to play your instrument every day in class unless otherwise instructed. In the case of an illness of injury, bring a note from your parents and some work to do.

2. You need to have a PENCIL with you at all times. Music is only to be marked in pencil.
3. Music is the property of the school. Keep it in good condition and return it when requested. A folder with practice parts and a technique book will be checked out to you. 

4. You must maintain a G.P.A. of 2.0 or higher (and have less than 2 F’s) to remain academically eligible to participate in orchestra activities (tours, concerts, night rehearsals, etc.).

5. You are expected to be in your seat ready to play 3 MINUTES after the tardy bell. You will remain in the classroom until the dismissal bell. Do not expect to be allowed to use to restroom during class time! Please plan to go before class starts. 
6. No food or drinks are allowed in the music room. 
7. Please remove all hats or sunglasses in the classroom.

8. ALL CELL PHONES MUST TURNED OFF AND PUT AWAY.
9. No electronics allowed without teacher permission.
10. Please refer to the my website mrgrishaw.weebly.com for up to date information on upcoming events plus printable files for all handouts including the orchestra calendar, handbook, practice records, concert report forms, repertoire lists, etc. 

REHEARSALS AND PERFORMANCES

1. After school rehearsals and concerts are MANDATORY (see orchestra calendar). Concerts are viewed as major exams and will be graded accordingly.

2. Schedule conflicts should be given to the DIRECTOR IN WRITING well in advance of the activity. The director has the right to determine what constitutes an excused absence.

3. Illness will constitute an excused absence. Students are to give the director a note from a parent upon their return to class. A make up assignment will be required to earn credit for the performance.
4. When you miss a scheduled rehearsal or concert which occurs after school or off campus and you have not notified the director well in advance of your schedule conflict, you have failed to participate in that activity. You will receive a failing grade (0) for that activity. All students who are ill on the day of such an event must make a good faith effort to contact the director by phone and provide the director with a note from a parent upon returning to class.
GRADING POLICY

Quarter grades are determined by the number of points you have earned. Semester grades are determined from your quarter grades (40% for each quarter) and final exam grade 

(20 %).

Points

200 semester final exam
200            perform in a required concert with your own school group
      50

after school/outside of class rehearsals

10-50
written and playing tests 

10

weekly practice records 

2 daily class participation (points earned each day)

Extra Credit

100
All State Honor Orchestra (February)

50
C.O.D.A. Honor Orchestra (December)

50
State Level C.M.E.A. Solo and Ensemble Festival (May)

50
Summer Music Camp (UOP, Stanislaus, Cazadero, etc.)

25 
Stanislaus County Honor Orchestra 

25
C.M.E.A. Solo and Ensemble Festival 

25 
Modesto Symphony Youth Orchestra member (points given each quarter)

25 
Take private lessons (points given each quarter)

20
Attend a classical or alternate style music concert (fill out concert report form with parent signature and attach program)

10 
Perform in other concerts (church, MSYO, etc.). Indicate performance on practice record.

5-10
Outstanding written analysis of practice session on practice record
Point Deductions

-50
late for Performance

-5
forgetting instrument and/or music
-5 
talking, playing out of turn in class, or not ready to play when the group begins playing (these actions can also result in being moved farther back in your section and/or a MISCONDUCT)
-5      showing disrespect for teacher/classmates (may also result in a MISCONDUCT, depending on severity)
-5
cell phone not off and put away (will also result in a MISCONDUCT)

-2 
no pencil

-2
not ready to play when class begins
Absences
Since learning to play in an orchestra is based on participation, daily participation points 
cannot be made up, except in the case of absence. Please talk to the director about making

up participation points due to absence. Make-ups for written and playing tests will be

announced in class. They will be by arrangement with the director. Failure to do so will

result in a 0 grade.

Practice Records
You are to practice a minimum of 20 minutes five times a week. All practice records

must be returned on Fridays or Mondays to obtain full credit. A parent signature is

required.  
P.H.S. ORCHESTRA THREE D’S TO SUCCESS

1. DESIRE

2. DISCIPLINE

3. DEDICATION
P.H.S. ORCHESTRA PATH TO EXCELLENCE 

1. Commitment –Individual Preparation, Posture, Position, Focus, Problem Solving, Teamwork, Effective Rehearsal

2. Rhythmic Accuracy – Individual, Group, Knowledge of Tempo and Rhythmic Notation, Internal Pulse

3. Pitch Accuracy – Intonation, Major and Minor Scales, Accidentals,  Positions, Accurate Shifting

4. Bowing and Articulation – Bow Direction, Placement, and Speed to Create Proper Musical Duration of Note Values; Tone Quality, Vibrato

5. Musicality – Balance, Phrasing, Dynamics

6. Artistry – Feeling, Message of the Music, Creating the World of the Composer and the Composition
CONCERT OUTFITS

Concert outfits will be checked out to students at the beginning of the school year and will be worn for all appropriate performances. It is the responsibility of the students to keep them clean and neat, and have them hemmed if necessary (DO NOT CUT). The tux coat and pants are to be dry-cleaned only and the shirts and dresses are to be washed IN COLD WATER ONLY.  HANG DRY ONLY! DO NOT PLACE IN THE DRYER!

Concert outfits are available for purchase if you prefer. Approximate cost is $60 for the women’s long black dress and $100 for the men’s tuxedo outfit. Please see Mr. Grishaw if you are interested.

The boys outfit consists of



tux coat


tux pants

tux shirt (with black button inserts) (The inserts should be used for all concerts. Please remove for washing.)


black bow tie


black cummerbund


*black dress shoes (no athletic shoes!)


*black socks

The girls outfit consists of


long black dress




*black dress shoes (no athletic shoes!)


*black nylons

*articles to be provided by the student

CARE OF THE OUTFITS

1. First, most importantly, DO NOT CUT THE HEM ON THE DRESSES OR THE PANTS!! We must allow for wear by other students in the future. Some of the hems are quite long and should be folded over twice.

2. Dresses should be hemmed at ANKLE LENGTH. Pants should be hemmed so that they reach half way down the back of the dress shoes which will be worn for the performances. NO DRESSES OR PANTS SHOULD TOUCH THE FLOOR. This will damage the garments should the hem be let out at a later date.

3. All sewing should be done by hand. Please use slip stitching for easy removal for adjustments at a later time.

4. The coats, pants, cummerbunds, and bow ties need to be DRY CLEANED at the end of the year or any time needed during the year.

5. The shirts and dresses may be washed in COLD WATER ONLY! (NO DRYER OR BLEACH!). HAND DRY ONLY! (Please remove the black button inserts on the shirts for washing.)

6. Keep the garments hung neatly when not in use.

7. The outfits will be kept at home by the students throughout the school year. 

8. The outfits will be returned to school clean following the final concert in May.

SCHOOL INSTRUMENTS
There are a limited number of school instruments available for check out. The instrument usage agreement lists the value of the instrument and must be signed by the student and his/her parents.  Students will be charged for damage to school instruments, or if the school instrument is lost or stolen. Please take good care of the school instruments! School violins and violas have a bow, shoulder rest, and rosin in the case. School cellos have a bow and rosin in the case. Basses have a bow and rosin in the case. It is expected that school instruments will be returned with the appropriate accessories. Students will be charged for missing items! 
ORCHESTRA SEATING

Where you sit in the orchestra is important to the overall group sound. Section leaders are chosen for their leadership abilities as well as their musicianship. In order to have a strong orchestra there need to be strong players in each section and throughout each section. All the best players are not in the first violin section, nor all the best players in the front of the section. Seating may change throughout the year according to musical demands and changing abilities. Your seating may change after playing tests, and at the director’s discretion.
Challenges

1. Challenges must be within your section and with the person immediately ahead of you.

2. Challenges will take place two school days after signup. There will be no challenges during the final week before any concert or tour.

3. Challenges will take place after school or during lunch.

4. The challenger selects one piece currently being worked on in class. The challengee also selects one piece currently being worked on in class. Both players prepare both pieces and should be prepared to play any passage from either piece. The director will select a passage from each piece to be performed by both players.

5. Challenger’s piece goes first and the one being challenged plays it first. 

Challengee’s piece goes second and the challenger plays it first.

6. Seating will remain the same in the case of a tie.

7. The challenger may challenge a maximum of three times for a particular chair. 

8. The challenger must wait for a minimum of one week should he wish to challenge again.

Section leaders

1. See that your section is set up properly before class begins.

2. Be a leader, set a good example, know your music well.

3. Help members of your section tune if necessary. 

4. Help your section with bowings and fingerings.

5. Help pass out music and collect music from your section.

6. Lead sectional rehearsals.

ORCHESTRA CLUB

The Pitman High School Orchestra is a class, but also a club on campus. Orchestra Club meetings will be held the first Tuesday of each month at lunch. Please plan to attend all meetings in order to fully participate in decisions affecting the Pitman High School Orchestra Club activities. The Orchestra Club will elect the following officers:
PRESIDENT – Presides over meetings of the club, calls special meetings of the club, plans and prepares an agenda for each club meeting. 
VICE-PRESIDENT – Serves as the club president if the president becomes unable to fulfill his or her duties either temporarily or permanently, and supports the club president.

SECRETARY – Maintains accurate minutes of each club meeting, and carries out all correspondence for the club. 
TREASURER – Maintains complete and accurate record of all club receipts and disbursements, oversees club fundraising efforts, and supervises the preparation of the club budget.

PUBLICITY CHAIR – Publicizes all club activities and fundraisers through the school newspaper, the school marquee, and school bulletin boards and makes yearly orchestra scrapbook.
FUND RAISING 

The orchestra is given school district money, along with the other music programs at P.H.S., to be used for buying music, music supplies, repair of instruments, transportation, etc. This amount is not enough to cover all the orchestra’s expenses for the year. Fund raising is necessary to supplement the music budget so that we can give awards and go on trips. A parent support group will be organized to help with fund raising and other activities pertaining to the orchestra.

Fund raising project participation is necessary for our orchestra program to be successful. Everyone is expected to do his/her part in helping the orchestra achieve its goals. Fundraising events may be set up raise money to build orchestra program funds, or to help students raise funds for their individual trip accounts, or a combination of both.
SCHOOL FINES

Students not turning in orchestra equipment and/or not paying for lost or damaged equipment will be placed on the fines list. This is a list that prohibits students from receiving report cards, yearbooks, or even diplomas until fines are paid. If a student is placed on the fines list, the student may request a bill stating the item and the amount due.
AWARDS 

Students must participate in all required activities and be academically eligible to earn these awards:

1 year- chenille year of graduation numbers
2 years - chenille block P

3 years – pin (orchestra lyre) 
4 years – senior plaque (plaque is separate from district plaque)

Special Awards:
SUPERINTENDENT’S AWARD – award plaque given to seniors who have been enrolled in the instrumental music program continually since elementary school

OUTSTANDING SENIOR, JUNIOR, SOPHOMORE, FRESHMAN – outstanding orchestra members from each grade level

MOST IMPROVED ORCHESTRA MEMBER

MOST OUTSTANDING ORCHESTRA MEMBER

MOST INSPIRATIONAL – the orchestra musician who is most inspiring and helpful to other musicians in the orchestra

(RETURN TO SCHOOL)

STUDENT/PARENT ORCHESTRA CONTRACT

I have read the PITMAN HIGH SCHOOL ORCHESTRA HANDBOOK and will comply with the rules and procedures of the orchestra. Please initial each item and sign below.

As a member of the orchestra, 
_______1.  I will prepare all the music in my folder and play my best at all rehearsals.
_______2.  I will maintain a 2.0 GPA with no more than 1 F during each quarter so that I am academically eligible to perform at all required events.
_______3.  I will participate in all required events including concerts and other activities.

_______4. I will make every effort to attend the Spring Orchestra Tour to Southern California on March 22-24, 2019. I understand that this tour includes a clinic performance by each orchestra and although not required my attendance is crucial to the success of this performance. Approximate cost of the tour = $300. I understand that fundraising opportunities will be made available to me during the fall months.

_______5. I will return all school owned equipment, music, and concert outfits when requested. 
_______6. I will turn in all money due the orchestra for fundraising items that I have checked out.

STUDENT NAME (PRINT) _______________________________________________

STUDENT NAME (SIGNATURE) _________________________________
DATE _________________

I have read the Pitman High School Orchestra handbook and the above listed items. I will make every effort to have my son/daughter participate in the scheduled music activities and will notify the director in writing well in advance of a required activity if there is a schedule conflict. I also give permission for my son/daughter to participate in fundraising activities.
PARENT NAME (PRINT) __________________________________________

PARENT SIGNATURE ____________________________________________

PHONE NUMBER AT WHICH YOU PREFER TO BE REACHED ________________

DATE _________________
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